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Located at the head of navigation on the Tred Avon River, Easton Point was 

marked by many vernacular structures connected with its mercantile activities well into 

the twentieth century. With the coming of heavy industry most of these dwellings and 

small businesses were displaced by oil and concrete companies. The William C. Knight 

House, however, stands as a reminder of Easton Point's early years. Tradition assigns 

1779 as the date of construction, but all available evidence points to the early 19th 

century. The house is a one-and-one-half-story, three-bay frame and brick structure 

raised on a brick foundation. Except for part of the east gable end, the structure is 

covered with aluminum siding. The front facade has a central entrance, and its first 

story is shaded by a lean-to porch. A single dormer projects from the slope of the 

gable roof above, and a chimney rises within the east gable end. The interior has 

undergone some alteration, but two handsome Federal-style mantels, some door and 

window trim, and a stair in the northwest corner of the north room remain. To the 

northeast stood Tilghman's Fortune (T-247) before it was relocated by the Talbot 

County Chamber of Commerce. 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

One of the remaining buildings at Easton Point, at the head 
of navigation on the Tl̂ ed Avon River is presently owned by Mr. & 
Mrs. William C. Knight. 

The house is a small one and one-half story frame structure 
three bays wide and two bays deep built upon a brick basement. 
Its facade looking south onto Port Street (Md. Rt. 334) has a lean-
to porch extending from below the cornice. There is a central 
door flanked by two windows with 9/6 sash. On the 'A' roof is a 
single dormer window with 6/6 sash. The east gable end has one 
window which used to be a door. Most of the wall of the first story 
is brick laid in Common bond. A single large chimney stack pierces 
the roof. Two windows on both storys light the west gable. On the 
north facade was formerly one window on both storys, but a door to 
a new porch replaces the window. A portion of the porch is a bath. 
The walls are covered with aliiminum siding, but most of the sash 
are original. The brick basement is in poor condition and lacks 
windows. 

The interior of the basement is divided into south and north 
rooms, the north room having a fireplace which undoubtedly was the 
kitchen. On the first story is the same room arrangement with fire-^ 
place centered on the east wall of both rooms, which both have hand
some Federal period mantels. Sheet paneling has been applied to 
the walls of the south room and only the door and window trim remain. 
Chair rail remains in the north room, which also possesses a stair 
in its northwest corner. Originally the stair had a balustrade 
up to a door and paneled walls. The wall, however, has been removed 
to open the entire stair, retaining the original balustrade and 
closet door beneath the stair. 

The house is a small early 19th century vernacular structure 
which resembles several dwellings in St. Michaels of the same period, 
It was reputedly built in 1779, but all visible evidence indicated 
the first quarter of the 19th centuiy. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The building is significant as a survival of a vernacular struc
ture which originally was connected with the port of Easton. Most 
of the dwellings and businesses have been displaced by oil and concrete 
companies. The small brick house which formerly stood to the north
east of this building was moved onto Rt. 50 several years ago by the 
Chamber of Commerce and is called Tilghman's Fortime. 
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